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New CDC/ACIP language covers HBV vaccination for all adults!





Now “all other persons seeking protection from hepatitis B infection” are eligible. *





SFDPH encourages you to discuss the benefits of hepatitis B vaccination with your adult clients.  Patients no longer have to identify themselves as being in a specific risk group.  Brown and Toland Medical Group has dropped their prior-approval requirement for vaccination. The Chinese Community Health Plan already covers all adults. 





Remember to screen Asian/Pacific Islanders (who represent the majority of chronic HBV cases in the U.S.) for chronic infection, and immunity. The presence of a confirmed HBsAg-positive result indicates chronic HBV infection. People living with chronically infected persons are at risk for HBV infection through percutaneous or mucosal exposures to blood or infectious body fluids.  It is important to screen and vaccinate household & intimate contacts of HBsAg-positive persons. 





Updated materials from the Immunization Action Coalition at � HYPERLINK "http://www.immunize.org" ��www.immunize.org�:





For health professionals:


"Does Your Patient Have Chronic Hepatitis B"? Contains updated information about medical management of patients with chronic HBV infection.


To access a ready-to-print (PDF) version, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2162.pdf" ��http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2162.pdf�





For patients:


"Should You Be Vaccinated Against Hepatitis B? A screening questionnaire for adults".  Advises patients they can be vaccinated if they want to be protected against HBV infection, even if they are not in one of the risk groups for acute hepatitis, and that they no longer need to indicate whether or not they are in a risk group.


To access a ready-to-print (PDF) version of it, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/2191hepb.pdf" ��http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/2191hepb.pdf�





*MMWR; December 8, 2006 / Vol.55 / No.RR-16 - "A Comprehensive Immunization Strategy to Eliminate Transmission of Hepatitis B Virus Infection in the United States: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices Part II: Immunization of Adults.”











